Generalized vasculitis, thrombocytopenia, and transient lymphoproliferative disorder caused by idiopathic mixed cryoglobulinemia.
We present a 75-year-old patient with recurrent palpable purpura and multiorgan involvement by leukocytoclastic vasculitis caused by mixed-type cryoglobulinemia. The disease spanned 40 years, with many flare-ups, each associated with thrombocytopenia, and finally culminated in widespread involvement of not only the skin and the kidneys but also the lungs and spleen. Despite extensive investigation, no association with hepatitis C virus or with any malignant or connective tissue disorder was found.